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Pope Francis plants a tree 
during his visit to the National 
Martyrs’ Memorial of 
Bangladesh in Savar, some 30 
km from Dhaka, on Thursday. 


E Report on Page 9 — AFP 


This winter will be 
cooler than last 
year across India 


New Delhi: Winter this year 
is likely to be colder than 
last year but warmer than 

normal across the country, 
particularly in the northern 
region, the India Meteorolo- 
gical Department said on 
Thursday. During the period 
between December, 2017 
and February, 2018, warmer 
than normal maximum and 
minimum temperatures are 
likely across the country, 
the IMD said. — PTI 

Full report on Page 2 


Delhi most unsafe 


among major cities 


New Delhi: The national 
capital is the most unsafe 
among 19 major cities in the 
country, accounting for 
nearly 40 per cent of rapes 
reported, 33 per cent of 
crimes against women and 
the highest crime rate in 
2016, according to data 
released by the NCRB on 
Thursday. 

Full report on Page 13 


Bitcoin surges, 
only to plunge 


London: The price of bit- 
coin surged through 
$10,000 on Wednesday, 
adding to its 10-fold jump 
in value this year. But as 
soon as bitcoin surged past 
$11,000, it plummeted from 
those lofty levels. — AP 
Full report on Page 11 
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Either for a aan leader 


or non-Hindu... voter is 
Max: 27°C 
om RH: 38% 
Rainfall: Nil 
| | ASTROGUIDE 
Hemalaba: Dakshinayana 
Dwadasi 7.10 am; Trayodasi 
4:18 am (Saturday) 
Varjyam: 10.39 am to 12.08 
pm; 11.02 pm to 12.29 am 
Durmuhurtam: 8.46 am to 
9.31 am; 12.27 to 1.11 pm 
noon 
SUNSET TODAY 5.23 PM 
MOONRISE TOMORROW 3.49 PMI 
MOONSET TODAY 3.59 AM 


God during ‘polls! 
Min: 9°C 

Forecast: Shallow fog 
Tithi: Margasira Shuddha 
Star: Ashwini 2.22 pm 
(Saturday) 
Rahukalam: 10.30 am to 12 
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.56 AM 
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4 NATION | Jammu & Kashmir 


Security forces gun 
ey down 4 LeT militants in 
Å 2 separate encounters 


ASIA | Corruption 


Bangladesh court 
orders arrest of 
former Premier Zia 
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I’m ready to pay big political 
price for a better India: Modi 


No one can stop my govt taking ‘irreversible’ decisions: PM 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 30 


Launching a_ scathing 
attack on the earlier UPA 
government, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday said he was 
ready to pay a “big politi- 
cal price” for bringing 
about systemic changes 
in the country and assert- 
ed that no one would be 
able to stop his govern- 
ment from taking “irre- 
versible” decisions. 

Mr Modi, addressing 
the Hindustan Times 
Leadership Summit here, 
said at the time the 
NDA came to power in 


>) The day the 
country will have a 
technical and 
digital address for 
all monetary trans- 
actions, organised 
corruption would 
be checked to a 
great extent, the 
PM said 


2014, India was counted 
among the “fragile five” 
nations globally and the 
country’s economy, 
banking system and gov- 
ernance structure were 
in a poor _ shape. 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi speaks in New Delhi 
on Thursday. — PTI 


However, his govern- 
ment had managed to 
make a turnaround, 
drawing worldwide 
recognition for having 
done so, he added. 

He also urged the media 


to give up negativity and 
focus on positive develop- 


ments to help give direc- 


tion to the country. 


The Prime Minister list- 
ed the achievements of 


his government in a slew 


of sectors and highlight- 
ed the steps taken to con- 


tain black money and 


corruption, as well as on 
improving the banking 
system, governance and 


the overall lives of ordi- 
nary people. 


“I am aware of the big 
political price I will have 
to pay for the steps I have 
taken, the path I have 
chosen and the destina- 
E Turn to Page 4 


Rahul to Modi: Why make Guj 
pay for your mismanagement? 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 30 


Continuing his one-ques- 
tion-a-day series, 
Congress vice-president 
Rahul Gandhi attacked 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday and 
asked him why the people 
of Gujarat should pay the 
price for his “financial 
mismanagement and pub- 
licity”. 

“In 1995, the total debt 
on Gujarat was 79,183 
crore. In 2017, the total 
debt on Gujarat was 72.41 
lakh crore. That means a 
debt of 737,000 on every 
Gujarati. Why should the 
people of Gujarat pay a 
price for your financial 
mismanagement and pub- 
licity?” asked Mr Gandhi 
in a tweet. 


A 


Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi during a visit to 
the Swaminarayan temple at Gadhada in Gujarat’s 


Botad on Thursday. 


The Congress vice-presi- 
dent also sought to set the 
record straight on the con- 
troversy related to his 
Somnath temple visit and 


— PTI 


BJP’s barbs questioning 
his religion. 

“My grandmother and 
my family are Shiv bhak- 
ts, don’t make a political 


My religion is my 
personal belief. My 
grandmother, family 
are Shiv bhakts... 


— Rahul 
Gandhi, 


Cong vice-prez 


capital out of religion, my 
religion is my personal 
belief,” he said. 

A controversy erupted 
on Wednesday when Mr 
Gandhi’s name appeared 
in a register meant for 
non-Hindus entering the 
Somnath temple. The 
Gandhi scion said on 
Thursday that he did sign 
the visitors’ book at the 
temple but the entry in 
the register meant for 
E Turn to Page 4 


a ‘reverse 
love jihad’ 


AMITA VERMA 
LUCKNOW, NOV. 30 


The Hindu Jagran Man- 
ch, an affiliate of the 
RSS, is planning a mas- 
sive “reverse love jihad” 
programme under 
which 2,100 Muslim girls 
will be married to Hindu 


boys. 
The “reverse love 
jihad” programme is 


being launched by the 
right wing outfit form 
Uttar Pradesh and will 
be carried out over the 
next six months, a 
leader said. 

Manch activists will 
also try and convince 
Muslim college girls to 
marry Hindu boys to 
shield themselves from 
ills like second marriage 
or ‘talaq’ prevalent in 
their community. 

Hindu Jagran Manch 
(HJM) state president 
Ajju Chauhan told a 
select group of reporters 
in Agra that the time 
had come to give a 
“befitting reply” to those 
who promote “love 
jihad” — a term used to 
describe a Muslim man 
marrying a Hindu lover 
and making her convert 
to Islam later. 

Chief minister Yogi 
Adityanath, while con- 
testing the 2014 Lok 
Sabha elections as a BJP 
candidate, had raked up 
the politically sensitive 
issue by calling “love 
jihad” a threat to nation- 
al security. Right wing 
activists are more 
opposed to marriages in 
E Turn to Page 4 


—— 


Museum director Marcel Kloos poses with the wax figure of Sachin Tendulkar on 
display at Madame Tussauds in New Delhi on Thursday. The museum will officially 


open for public on December 1. m More photographs on Page 13 


— BIPLAB BANERJEE 
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Call for 
cancelling 


Trump’s UK 
visit over 
Twitter row 
with May 
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E Deceleration has been reversed: FM 


GDP growth expands 
to 6.3%, boost to govt 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 30 


In a relief for the 
Narendra Modi govern- 
ment, India’s GDP 
growth finally picked up 
in the second quarter 
(July to September) of 
2017-18, expanding by 6.3 
per cent mainly due to 
good performance by the 
manufacturing sector. 
This reversed the trend 
of continuous decelera- 
tion in the nation’s eco- 
nomic activity seen in the 
past five quarters at a 
time when the govern- 
ment took the controver- 
sial decision to demone- 
tise old currency notes of 
7500 and 71,000 last year 
and implemented the 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) in July this year. 
The GDP had fallen to a 
three-year low of 5.7 per 
cent in the previous quar- 
ter (April to June 2017- 
18). “This indicates per- 
haps the impact of two 
significant structural 
reforms — demonetisa- 
tion and GST — is now 
behind us and hopefully 
in the coming quarters 
we can look forward to an 
upward trajectory,” said 
finance minister Arun 
Jaitley after the GDP data 
was released. He said the 
important thing to note 
was that growth has come 


Bhansali, 

Joshi face 
questions 
from MPs 


NITIN MAHAJAN 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 30 


Members of Parliam- 
ent from two commit- 
tees on Thursday que- 
stioned Padmavati 
director Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali and Censor 
Board chief Prasoon 
Joshi on the contro- 
versial Deepika 
Padukone starrer. 

Mr Bhansali faced 
tough questions from 
members of the 
Parliamentary 
Standing Committee 
on Information 
Technology, who 
asked him if the 
“selective” media 
screening of his film 
was aimed at under- 
mining and influenc- 
ing the Central Board 
of Film Certification 
(CBFC). 

Members of the Lok 
Sabha Committee on 
Petitions also grilled 
the director and 
sought a ban on the 
film’s trailer. 

E More on Page 2 


E Moscow rejects US call for all nations to cut ties to Pyongyang 


US threat to ‘utterly destroy’ N. Korea 


United Nations, Nov. 30: 
The US warned North 
Korea’s leadership will be 
“utterly destroyed” if war 
breaks out but its call for 
nations to cut ties with 
Pyongyang was rejected 
by Moscow while Beijing 
sidestepped talk of an oil 
embargo. Washington 
urged tough action at an 
emergency meeting of the 
Security Council held 
Wednesday to respond to 
North Korea’s launch of 
an intercontinental ballis- 
tic missile ICBM). 

“The dictator of North 
Korea made a choice yes- 
terday that brings the 
world closer to war, not 
farther from it,” US 
ambassador Nikki Haley 


>) US Prez Donald 
Trump derided Kim 
Jong-Un as a ‘sick 
puppy’ and threat- 
ened ‘major’ new 
sanctions after 
Pyongyang tested 
its third ICBM 


told the council. 
“If war comes, make no 


mistake: The North 
Korean regime will be 
utterly destroyed.” 


But her call for nations 
to “cut off all ties with 
North Korea” was reject- 
ed by Moscow, with for- 
eign minister Sergei 
Lavrov saying Russia saw 
the proposal “negatively”. 


“We have repeatedly 


stated that the pressure of 


sanctions has been exha- 
usted,” Mr Lavrov said. 

US President Donald 
Trump derided Kim Jong- 
Un as a “sick puppy” and 
threatened “major” new 
sanctions after 
Pyongyang tested its third 
ICBM — which it claimed 
was capable of striking 
anywhere in the US. 

The test ended a two- 
month lull in missile tests 


that had raised hopes for 


the opening of diplomatic 
talks. The North said the 
weapon could land any- 
where 
France said Europe was 
also in striking distance. 


Mr Kim said the test of 


in the US, and 


the Hwasong-15 weapons 
system had helped his 
country achieve the goal 
of becoming a full nuclear 
power, sparking global 
condemnation. 

Ms Haley said Mr 
Trump had called Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and 
urged him to “cut off the 
oil from North Korea”, a 
move that would deal a 
crippling blow to North 
Korea’s economy. 

“That would be a pivotal 
step in the world’s effort 
to stop this international 
pariah,” she said, warn- 
ing that if Beijing does not 
act, “we can take the oil 
situation into our own 
hands.” — AFP 

E More on Page 9 
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GDP % 
Growth 


At 2011-12 prices 


2012-13 5.5] 5.5 
204-1575 7.5 
2018-16 8.0] 8.0 


2016-17 Ë 


8 
Source:CSO KBK Infagraphics 


This is a pause 
6 in the declining 
trend... We 
should wait for the 
growth rates over 
the next 3-4 quar- 
ters... 


— P. Chidambaram, 
Ex-finance minister 


due to the strong 
performance of the manu- 
facturing sector. “The 
E Turn to Page 4 


India is ready 
for growth of 
7-8%: Jaitley 


New Delhi, Nov. 30: 


Finance minister 
Arun Jaitley on 
Thursday said 


improved macroeco- 
nomic fundamentals 
have placed India on 
the growth trajectory 
of 7-8 per cent and the 
country would have 
to invest heavily in 
infrastructure over 
the next two decades 
to graduate into a 
middle income econo- 
my. 

“India today, in the 
last three years, was 
for the first time in 
history, has been the 
fastest growing major 
economy and we do 
hope that in the first 
instance we evolve 
into a middle income 
economy and subse- 
quently we graduate 
into a developed econ- 
omy 

“ That’ s the econom- 
ic roadmap that we 
have for us,” he said. 

— PTI 
E More on Page 15 


High-speed rail 
to interlink 4 
metros by 2022 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 30 


An ambitious project of 
the Indian Railways 
which will reduce travel 
time by interconnecting 
the four major metros of 
New Delhi, Mumbai, 
Chennai and Kolkata will 
be launched in August 
2022. The high-speed net- 
work of trains will run at 
160 kmph, against the 
current average speed of 
around 88-90 kmph. 
Named as the “Golden 
Quadrilateral”, the pro- 
ject plans to create a 
10,000-km network of 
semi-high speed routes 
linking the four major 
cities and is likely to be 
launched on August 15, 
2022 to coincide with 75 


years of India’s 
Independence. 

The blueprint to draw 
up an interconnecting 
line between the four 
metros — Delhi-Mumbai, 
Delhi-Howrah, Delhi-Ch- 
ennai, Chennai-Howrah, 
Chennai-Mumbai and 
Howrah-Mumbai — was 
drawn up on Tuesday. 
Sources said the project 
has been cleared by the 
Niti Aayog and is await- 
ing Cabinet sanction, 
which is under process. 

A senior Railway Board 
official said: “We are still 
finalising the blueprint 
and efforts are on to offi- 
cially launch the project 
by August 2022 to coin- 
cide with the celebrations 
around India’s 75th year 
E Turn to Page 4 


Manipur’s Saikhom Mirabai Chanu attempts a lift on 
her way to win the gold medal in women’s 48kg 
category at the World Weightlifting Championships in 
Anaheim, US, on Thursday. Chanu became the first 
Indian in over two decades to claim a gold medal at 


the championship. Œ Report on Page 19 


— PTI 


